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Abstract	
Our	paper	will	reflect	on	a	collaborative,	intercultural	and	international	project	which	
amongst	other	poetical	initiatives	considers	ways	of	harnessing	the	power	of	Spoken	Word	
poetry	in	the	classroom.	This	aspect	of	the	work	of	the	project	engages	with	both	
traditional	and	contemporary	poetic	practices	in	different	parts	of	the	world.	In	a	recently	
completed	initiative,	called	Page	Fright,	the	UK	Poetry	Society	highlights	the	particular	
influence	of	Spoken	Word	(and	poets	like	Benjamin	Zephaniah,	Hollie	McNish	and	Joelle	
Taylor)	and	considers	the	potential	of	this	work	for	unlocking	attitudes	to	page	poetry	for	
young	people.	Whilst	the	work	of	our	wider	project	is	concerned	with	al	l	types	of	poetry,	
in	this	paper	we	will	focus	particularly	on	comparative	and	collaborative	research	exploring	
the	potential	for	spoken	word	and	dub	poetry	in	the	classroom.	
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