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Abstract

This paper arises from the intersection of two research projects conducted at Edith Cowan
University (ECU), firstly the practice-led PhD research by creative writer and researcher Dr
Rashida Murphy, awarded her PhD in 2015, and the qualitative ECU PhD study of practice-
led artist-researchers by Kylie Stevenson, due for completion in 2015 and in which Murphy
was a participant. This paper takes two perspectives, an insider’s view and an outsider’s
view, in order to construct a narrative of practice about Murphy’s PhD research. This
stance echoes Siobhan Murphy’s (no relation) assertion that: Becoming a narrator of one’s
practice entails a productive tension between being inside and outside the practice at the
same time. It encourages an oscillation between immersion in and reflection on practice
that is useful when taking one’s art-making into a research context. The insider view sees
Rashida Murphy document her research investigating the experiences of women from
India and Iran who migrated to Australia which resulted in her exegesis Monsters and
Memories and her highly regarded, soon to be published creative component, the novel
The Historian’s Daughter. This insider view will discuss how Murphy exploited the potential
of practice-led research to generate “personally situated knowledge” both about her
migrant women subjects and her own writing practice. The outsider’s view by Kylie
Stevenson will illustrate how this knowledge can be conceptualised as a “narrative of
practice” co-constructed through reflective practice with Murphy in Stevenson’s project
“Creative River Journeys” and how it can serve as a new way of modelling knowledge in
practice-led research. However, both authors acknowledge that these terms —insider and
outsider — are used as a way to delineate sections in the presentation.
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